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Catherine Farrelly KC is a highly regarded criminal advocate with extensive experience leading complex litigation, particularly
in the fields of sexual offences, homicide, and serious and organised crime.

Skilled as both a prosecutor and defender, Catherine’s faultless attention to detail, procedural expertise and ability to get the
best out of vulnerable and anxious witnesses set her apart. She has great emotional intelligence and is able to connect with
and put at ease witnesses and defendants who might otherwise be overawed by the experience of appearing in court. Allied
to her relentless professionalism, this ability to establish trust and build rapport with individuals who have been traumatised
or who might be suspicious of or intimidated by the legal process is a key part of her success.

Catherine is adept at building cases and leading prosecution teams, marshalling the resources of CPS and police colleagues to
maximum effect, and determining which aspects of a case to focus on. She is well organised and has fine command of the
detail, even in the most complex cases, making the right tactical decisions and empowering her team to contribute effectively.
This leadership and mastery of case information is critical, especially in cases of organised crime and homicide where there
are often multiple defendants, each of whom may be arguing a different defence.

Catherine’s experience in both prosecution and defence is a particular asset. As a prosecutor she understands how to build a
strategy, focusing on those aspects of the case that are most likely to bear fruit and dispensing with aspects that, however
relevant, may not withstand cross-examination. As a defence counsel, she recognises which aspects of a case are most likely
to be vulnerable and is ruthless in exposing weaknesses in the prosecution’s evidence and approach. Her communication and
relationship-building skills are also important here, where she is often representing defendants who are reluctant to trust and
who may have misconceptions about the best course of action.

She has been instructed in the cases of some of the UK’s most prolific offenders and is widely recognised as a technical expert
– a go to in complex and challenging cases that require technical knowledge, determination and sensitivity. She is also a first
choice for cases with an international dimension. She has a wide experience of assisting in drafting ILORs, arguing the
admissibility of foreign evidence and mutual legal assistance more generally.

Catherine is an accredited trainer, delivering lectures to the Criminal Bar Association and training to the CPS.
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Expertise

Business & Financial Crime

Cases

R v MK [Bristol Crown Court]

Large Scale Frauds | Read more

R v BH & 3 Others [Blackfriars]

Internet Banking Fraud | Read more

R v Rekaya [Isleworth]

Prosecution of £90,000 Grenfell fraudster | Read more

Operation Tineid [Blackfriars]

Fraud | Read more

General Crime

Cases

R v CU & Others [Kingston]

Commercial Burglary | Read more

https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-mk-bristol-crown-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-bh-3-others-blackfriars/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-rekaya-isleworth/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/operation-tineid-blackfriars/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-cu-and-others-kingston/
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R v Alasow [Snaresbrook]

Possession of loaded firearm with intent | Read more

R v MN & Ors [Wood Green]

Gangland stabbing | Read more

Homicide (Murder & Manslaughter)

Cases

Six-handed murder

Six-handed murder | Read more

R v DO & Ors [Central Criminal Court]

Murder | Read more

R v SF & Ors [Central Criminal Court]

Homicide | Read more

R v FP [Central Criminal Court]

Homicide | Read more

Private Prosecutions

https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-alasow-snaresbrook/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-mn-ors-wood-green/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/six-handed-murder/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-do-ors-central-criminal-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-sf-and-ors-central-criminal-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-fp-central-criminal-court/
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Cases

R v Rekaya [Isleworth]

Prosecution of £90,000 Grenfell fraudster | Read more

R v Glenn [ILCC]

Rape of 13 year old school girl | Read more

R v Hussain [Snaresbrook]

Series of Sex Attacks by Uber Driver | Read more

R v Defontaine [Croydon]

Sexual assaults on family members | Read more

R v Rehman [Snaresbrook]

Rape and false imprisonment of 16 year old girl | Read more

R v Khan & Barclay [Central Criminal Court]

Revenge Stabbing | Read more

R v Beveridge [ILCC]

Historic Sexual Assaults | Read more

R v Castano & Ors [Snaresbrook]

https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-rekaya-isleworth/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-glenn-ilcc/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-hussain-snaresbrook/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-defontaine-croydon/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-rehman-snaresbrook/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-khan-and-barclay-central-criminal-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-beveridge-ilcc/
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Supply of Cocaine | Read more

R v Alasow [Snaresbrook]

Possession of loaded firearm with intent | Read more

R v MN & Ors [Wood Green]

Gangland stabbing | Read more

Operation Tineid [Blackfriars]

Fraud | Read more

Serious & Organised Crime

Cases

R v CU & Ors [Kingston]

The Feltham Book Heist | Read more

R v Khan & Barclay [Central Criminal Court]

Revenge Stabbing | Read more

R v Castano & Ors [Snaresbrook]

Supply of Cocaine | Read more

https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-castano-ors-snaresbrook/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-alasow-snaresbrook/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-mn-ors-wood-green/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/operation-tineid-blackfriars/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-cu-ors-kingston/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-khan-and-barclay-central-criminal-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-castano-ors-snaresbrook/
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Sexual Offences

Cases

R v B & M [Snaresbrook Crown Court]

Rape and sexual abuse by male in his 60s offering “sugar daddy” arrangements with teenage girls | Read more

R v TK [Kingston Crown Court]

Rape | Read more

R v PK [Isleworth Crown Court]

Double Rapist | Read more

R v DW [Ipswich Court Court]

Sexual Abuse of Children | Read more

R v Glenn [ILCC]

Rape of 13 year old school girl | Read more

R v Hussain [Snaresbrook]

Series of Sex Attacks by Uber Driver | Read more

R v Defontaine [Croydon]

Sexual assaults on family members | Read more

https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-b-m-snaresbrook-crown-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-tk-kingston-crown-court-2/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-pk-isleworth-crown-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-dw-ipswich-court-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-glenn-ilcc/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-hussain-snaresbrook/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-defontaine-croydon/
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R v Rehman [Snaresbrook]

Rape and false imprisonment of 16 year old girl | Read more

R v Beveridge [ILCC]

Historic Sexual Assaults | Read more

Related expertise

Counter Terrorism

Homicide (Murder & Manslaughter)

Serious & Organised Crime

Sexual Offences

https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-rehman-snaresbrook/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-beveridge-ilcc/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/counter-terrorism/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/homicide/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/serious-and-organised-crime/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/sexual-offences/

