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James Brown KC is an experienced and highly respected advocate, with an established and busy leading practice, centred
almost exclusively on serious and financial crime. After many years prosecuting and defending cases involving organised
crime, drugs, homicide, kidnap, armed robbery, police corruption, sexual offences and fraud as leading junior, James took silk
in early 2025.

Empathetic and engaging

James’ professionalism, meticulous preparation and ‘polite relentlessness’ in court – combining a pleasant and fair manner
with determination and persistence – make him popular with instructing solicitors and opponents alike. He has been praised
for his tough and precise cross-examination and for his ability to establish effective relationships and build rapport easily.
Simply put, people like him and listen to him.

Long and complex cases

In the last few years James’s practice has been dominated by a series of complex, multi-handed cases including NHS and plant
machinery frauds, three very large drug cases , each involving 30+ defendants, high-profile prosecutions for murder, gang-
related attempted murder; and defending in cases of money laundering and sexual assault on a victim with cerebral palsy.

In all these cases, James’s leadership and his ability to process and prioritise swathes of detail, including expert, forensic and
psychiatric evidence, stand out.

He is a first-class team leader and strategist, directing resources to the most important aspects of a case, avoiding
unnecessary confrontations and providing exceptional levels of client support and care.

Expertise

Homicide (Murder & Manslaughter)
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Cases

R v AT & Ors [Central Criminal Court]

Unlawful killing following mass brawl in south – East London | Read more

Operation Hillside [Central Criminal Court]

Attempted Murder of Police Officers | Read more

R v OH [Isleworth]

Manslaughter of homeless man at Westminster Shelter | Read more

Private Prosecutions

Cases

Operation Hillside [Central Criminal Court]

Attempted Murder of Police Officers | Read more

R v K & Ors [Snaresbrook]

Multi Kilo class A Drugs conspiracy | Read more

R v F & Ors [Southwark]

Importation of 100 kilos of cocaine by helicopter | Read more

https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-at-ors-central-criminal-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/operation-hillside-central-criminal-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-oh-isleworth/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/operation-hillside-central-criminal-court/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-k-ors-snaresbrook/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-f-ors-southwark/
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R v O & Ors [Wood Green]

"County Lines" Drugs Conspiracy | Read more

Serious & Organised Crime

Cases

R v K & Ors [Snaresbrook]

Multi Kilo class A Drugs conspiracy | Read more

R v F & Ors [Southwark]

Importation of 100 kilos of cocaine by helicopter | Read more

R v O & Ors [Wood Green]

"County Lines" Drugs Conspiracy | Read more

Related expertise

Business & Financial Crime

Criminal Appeals

General Crime

Homicide (Murder & Manslaughter)

Serious & Organised Crime

Sexual Offences

https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-o-ors-wood-green/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-k-ors-snaresbrook/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-f-ors-southwark/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/case/r-v-o-ors-wood-green/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/business-and-financial-crime/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/criminal-appeals/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/general-crime/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/homicide/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/serious-and-organised-crime/
https://www.5kbw.co.uk/legal-expertise/sexual-offences/
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Other Information

Appointments

CPS Fraud Panel (Grade 4)
CPS General Crime Panel (Grade 4)
CPS Rape & Serious Sexual Offences Panel (Grade 4)
CPS Serious Crime Panel (Grade 4)


