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Practice Profile

Aska specialises in crime and fraud. She is sought out for her meticulous preparation, compelling 
advocacy and sensitive client care.

Aska’s practice involves a wide range of substantial, complex and high profile cases both for the defence and for 
the prosecution. Her current and previous instructions include:

Acting for the second defendant in a trial concerning a fake bomb placed in Gray’s Inn (news report);
Acting for the second defendant in a trial relating to a £100 million money laundering operation (news report
);
Prosecuting 7 defendants charged with armed robbery (news report);
Prosecuting 18 defendants charged with violent disorder arising from a “Free Tommy Robinson” 
demonstration (news report);
Acting for the third defendant in a trial concerning the supply of drugs worth over £3.5m (news report).

Aska has also appeared as led junior counsel to the inquest at an inquest concerning the death of a man shot by 
the police (news report). Earlier in her career, she was instructed as disclosure counsel by the Serious Fraud 
Office on a number of bribery and fraud investigations.

Aska is a native Japanese speaker and has given seminars on UK constitutional and criminal law to Japanese 
MPs, judges and prosecutors. 

Aska is a member of the CBA Education & Training Committee.

Aska's Privacy Policy can be downloaded here.

Areas of Practice

General Crime
Prosecution
Confiscation, Civil Recovery & Asset Forfeiture
Financial & Corporate Crime
Civil
Extradition
Regulatory & Professional Discipline
Road Traffic
Serious & Organised Crime
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South Eastern Circuit
Criminal Bar Association
Bar Human Rights Committee
Young Fraud Lawyers Association
Turkey Indictment Project: Cumhuriyet trial, BHRC report, available here

Appointments

CPS Advocate Panel Level 3
CPS Specialist Panel – Fraud Level 3
CPS Specialist Panel – Serious Crime Level 3
SFO Prosecution Panel B List

Education & Awards

Harmsworth Scholarship, Middle Temple (2011)
BPTC (2011)
MA, UCL (2007)
LLB, Waseda University, Japan (2005)

News

Criminal Appeals Seminar

22 April 2024

5KBW Criminal Appeals Unit is delighted to present the first in a series of seminars on appellate matters:

The Criminal Appeal Office and Court of Appeal (Criminal Division) [CACD]

A practical approach to CACD procedure: Master Alix Beldam KC, Registrar of Criminal Appeals

Fresh evidence as a ground of appeal (now and in the future): Paul Taylor KC, General Editor of Taylor on 
Criminal Appeals

Wednesday 22nd May 2024 at 6pm

Inner Temple Lecture Theatre

Master Beldam KC will discuss the work of the Criminal Appeal Office and the CACD, the procedural framework 
for launching and pursuing an appeal and the practical issues that often arise.

Paul Taylor KC will analyse the CACD’s current approach to grounds of appeal based on fresh evidence. He will 
also consider potential changes in this area that may follow the recommendations of the Law Commission’s 
Criminal Appeal Project (expected in 2025.)

Please click here to register your intertest in attending this seminar.
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